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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE

UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON STUDENTS TO EXPERIENCE
LIFE IN THE INNER CITY DURING URBAN PLUNGES
DAYTON, Ohio- University of Dayton students will dive into Cincinnati and Dayton's
inner cities on Sept. 26-28 and Oct. 3-5, respectively, for the 2003 Urban Plunge. Urban Plunges
are weekend retreats during which students deal with social issues such as homelessness,
community development, crime and poverty.
"The-Urban Plunge gives students the real-life experience of people who live in these
areas," said Andrea Stiles, coordinator for community outreach. "It is important to have this
experience because our campus is located within the city, and because many of our students are
from Cincinnati, we share much of the same community."
In Cmcinnati, students will bunk in an inner city Marianist community, while Dayton
participants will lodge in a church basement.
During both weekends, students will visit jails, soup kitchens and shelters. Students
will have the opportunity to talk with some of the inmates, work with groups striving for
reasonable housing and build community through prayer and reflection. Hearing first-hand
experiences from people who live and work in the inner city is a vital part of the program.
Steve Yano, a senior human rights major from Cleveland, had such a positive experience
on his first plunge that he decided to return for more. Yano will be one of the student leaders
on this year's plunge.
"Being a human rights major, I have always been involved in community service," said
Yano. "The first program was an amazing experience for me. I came back to share it with more
people. I hope this inspires students to be more involved in community service off campus."
Participation in the plunge costs $30 and includes meals, transportation and lodging.
For both weekends, groups will depart at 4 p.m. Friday from Liberty Hall and return at 5 p.m.
Sunday.
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For more information on the University of Dayton's Urban Plunge, please call Andrea
Stiles at (937) 229-2524.
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post-war task," Karns said. "The reconstruction is a big job, and the world's superpower has
to be a big part of it, but part of the price will be giving up some significant and meaningful
authority over what happens in Iraq. That's the sticking point."
The U.S. needs to remember lessons from Bosnia, according to Karns. "To guarantee
that we will hold elections a year from now would be a big mistake," she observed. "Americans
have a lot of faith in holding elections, but they can do a tremendous amount of damage in a
society if the groundwork is not laid. The French may be pressured into recognizing that and
not stand in the way."
It's also unwise to announce an exit date. "People want an exit plan, but a promise to
get out within a year is always dangerous. It's an invitation to those who oppose you not to
cooperate," she said. "Nation-building takes time and resources. In both Iraq and Afghanistan,
if we don't recognize these as long-haul situations, we're going to face problems down the

road."
Karns, who teaches a course at the University of Dayton in diplomacy and
peacekeeping, sees the emergence of a larger role for the U.N. as a step toward peace in the
region.
"We're seeing that the majority of the countries in the world, including the U.S., still see
the U.N. as having substantial legitimacy and usefulness," she said. "As a sole superpower in
the world, you can be an imperial power, but the character of this country is not suited to being
a sole imperial power."
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For media interviews, contact Margaret Karns at (937) 229-3538 or
Margaret.Karns@notes.udayton.edu. For assistance in scheduling an interview, contact Teri
Rizvi at (937) 229-3241.

